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exercise a constant vigilance over the members of
the cabinet without their suspecting how. Conti
took his information from tried and faithful
agents giving his master invaluable help and
retrieving the faults and mistakes committed in
broad daylight. As Camille Rousset observes, the
choice of ambassadors and secretaries seems to
have been judicious; they were mostly equal to
their tasks and showed outstanding ability. Under-
standing that the king read despatches, letters and
notes, they tried to be explicit and hoped to receive
favours in proportion to their services.

The Prince de Conti's and Louis XV's work
aroused curiosity; everyone wondered what could
be the purpose of these interminable interviews
about which nothing was ever published once the
door of the royal apartment was closed. Even on
I4th February 1748 Luynes was writing: "I noticed
that the Prince de Conti was working with the
king last Sunday. Everyone is wondering what
kind of work it is, and it seems that no-one knows.
Some people say that the Prince de Conti has
gathered information on various matters and comes
to relate it all to the king. He is said to be working
hard and to have several secretaries who seem very
busy."

D'Argenson asks the same question: "One is
continually astonished at the way the Prince de
Conti is busying himself in State affairs. The
Comte de Saint-Severin never budges from his
study, where they work from four till five o'clock.
The prince often takes a huge portfolio with him